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Explanations

What is always true: present + present
I work late, I get tired.
If the waler is boiling/has boiled, it means the foud is meardy ready

Whiat was alwiys trues past | past
W went hownee early if it was fogey.
It it was snowing, we stayed at home,

Real situations: present + future

Here we think that the outcome is really possible.
1 vt Keep deiving ke thal, yoedve going to Iave an decidentd,
If vone see Mark, tell Binn 'l ring i tomorrow.

o Hypothetical situations: past + woudd

These are unreal or imaginary situations.

I 1 Kerew the answer, 1% tell von,

WOE wars Beaving o party, Dweseldn 't dnvite Marcia,
The verb be usually takes the form wene for all persons in these sentences,
though was is used in everyday speech, Note that in the first person it is
possible Lo wse shonld Tnstead of would,

I 1 Beft home, | rhink [ should by Tongly.

Hypothetical past situations: past perfect + wonld frave
These reler to past events,
(1 Brad kneowne vou woere corng, | wordd Bave meet yvou at the station,

= With modals

Passible situations in the present
If v get wet, vt shondd change your clothes inmediately,
If vou come early, we can discass the problem together,
Hypothetical situations
1T hand the smemey, 1 condd help vou,
Hypothetical past situations
I venr Bt remiineded e, mdght have focgotten,

u If oniy

This adds emphasis to hypothetical situations. With past events it adds a
sense of regrel. The second part of the sentence is often lefl out.

If only | huad enonghs time!

If enedye 1 el 't ddvwenk toee meeey, Heis weneddee't Tave Tappesed!



Other ways of
making a
conditional
sentence

GRAMMAR B CONDITIONALS

Uitless and other alternatives to if
Uridess means anly if not,
U gov ehieaed and get the tickets wnless vine call e this afternoot.
(This means if you call me this afternoon, [ won't get the tickets.)
This means if one situation depends on another, if can be replaced by as/so
forig ais, provided or only if. See Grammar 13 for anly if.
i do what you say provided the police are not informed.
Even it describes how something will happen whatever the condition.
Even if it vains, we'll still go for o picnic.

Past events with results in the present: past perfect + would
If Jim hadn't missed the plane, he would be Dere by niny.

St

After if, this makes the possibility of an event seem unlikely.
If von should see Aun, could von ask ber to call me?

(This implies that [ do not expect you to see Ann.)

Were o
This also makes an event seem more hypothetical,
If 1 were to ask you to marey e, what wonlid yoe say?

Huppegr fo

This emphasises chance possibilities. [t is often used with shonld.
If vou happen to see Helen, could you ask fer to call me?
If vou should happen to be passing, drop b for a cup of tea.

I it were mot for/if it adu't becn fir
This describes how one event depends on another.
It it weren't for [in, this company wotld be ina mess.
It it hadn’t been for their goalkeeper, United wonld have fost,

Wil and wonld: politeness and emphasis
These can be used as polile forms.
{f you will/wonld wait here, Ul sec Jf Mrs Green s free,
Will can also be used for emphasis, meaning ‘insist on doing’.
It o will stow ont Late, mo worider voi dare L cd! (insist on staying out)

Suppusing, otherwise

Supposing or suppose can replace if, mainly in everyday speech.
Supposing vou won the football pools, what wonld you do?

{therwise means ‘or il not', It can go at the beginning or end of the sentence.
If vou hadn't given us directions, we wonddit't ave fonmd the fronse.
Thanks for your directions to the house, We wonddn't frave found it otherwise.
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Bl for
This can replace if not. It is used in formal language, and must be followed
by a noun form.

1 vont haddn 't frelped ws, we wonld have been in trouble.

But for your help, we would fave been in tronble,

I safif not
These can refer to o sentence understood but not stated.
There i o possibility that fock will be late. If so, [will fake his place,

Colloguial omission of if
An imperative can be used instead of an if clause in evervday speech.
Sit doven, ad U onake ns a copoof teas (1 you sit down L)

If and adjectives
In expressions such as if it is necessary/possible it is possible to omit the
verb De.

If interested, apply within,

If necessary, take o faxi.

Formally if can mean although, usually as if + adjective,
The room was well-furnished, if a little badly decorated.



GRAMMAR 8 CONDITIOMNALS

Put each verb in brackets Into an appropriate verb form,

i

b

)

i

e}

8l

I}

Now we're lost! 1f you Jhad written down L write down)

Mary’s directions, this ... smnmmmimmsisssssisian (not/happen).
Why don't we emigrate? IF Wi . o crrrrssssnnnnnssssssssssssasaisssann (live) in
Australia, at least the Weather e (be) better!

I'm afraid that Smith is a hardened criminal. If we
............................................................. (not/punish) him this time, he

s A0y /commit) more crimes.
Thanks to Dr Jones, Um still alivel I it ......... TS s .
[rotibel fol et | i (o) depd - Tocceraln,

I'm sorry [ can't lend you any money. You know (hat il |

....................... S Ta e {117, B | v |
............................................................. tlend) it to you,

Don't be afraid, I YOU et bbb {touch) the dog,
D e L L s inot/bite),

In those days, IF YO i cennins (have) a job, you
R R i R AR R (be) lucky,

It's always the same! 1, N .| (decide) 1o
leave the office early, my DoOss (o biiiumiesodiiza (call)

me after I've lett]

What a terrible thing to happen! Just think, if we

_________________________ ererrrrrrrnssiesnsisnnnnnseeeeeeeee | THOL/MISS) Lhe plane, we
............................................................. (kill) in the crash.

Did you enjoy your meal? Il you ... finish)

EtINE, | i titaan st (Clear away) the plates.

Decide whether each sentence is grammatically possible or not.

ik}
by
C)
i)
)
f)
k4
h
il

il

If vou haven't received a letter ver, vou haven't got the joh, possible

If it ism’t for David, we are missing the bus. e

If it's raining, we go Lo the pub on the comer instead. ..

If vou didn’t lend us the money, we would have gone to the bank,
If you should happen 1o change vour mind, drop me a line. ...

If it wasn't for the rain, we would have been home by now. ......oocvvee.

If you will drive so fast, no wonder the police Keep stopping vou. ...,
If I knew yvou were coming, | would have mot vou ot the airport. ...
But for you helped us, we would have taken much longer, .

Il Jack joins the team, 'm leaving. ...

19
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Finish the sentences by ticking the correct option (a-c}.

1) 1f you'd told me you were coming  a) 1 can get some food in.

by 1'd have found us something to eat.
ot 1 made a lovely dish.

23 I you're too il to come a) U'll come over and see you,

b T wouldn't have done all this Tor vou,
¢} | asked someone else.

3) 1 I'd known you weren't coming @) [ wouldn't be very upsct.

bi I would like to know why.
el | wouldn't have zone o so much
froulble.

4y 1 you're not coming ay perhaps yvou'd have the courtesy to

tell me.
b1 we'd never have met,
o) you'd be so lucky.

50 If anly vou'd come al 'l be the happiest girl alive.

by 'd have had a lovely time,
¢l Pwould look forward Lo it

i) It you do decide to come a) the party's always a success,

by 1 won't be coming either.
c) let me know.

7) If you really don't want to come  a) I'll understand.

I 1 can't e sure.
) tell me tomorrow,

Complete each sentence with a phrase containing the verb in brackets in an

appropriate form,

al If T were 20,54V L ... (say) loved you, what would you do?

)

)

)

el

8

il

il

LAt veeieeivecieiiiecscennnnen (rain) 1 would have gone ot for a walk.
If you'd told me it was a surprise party, [, (say) anything Lo
Uncle Dave!
Thanks for your help with the garden; [ (do) otherwise.
If only Mick had come to the disco, then we . thavel a
greal time!

ieeeee {pay) the phone bill today, the phone will be cut ofl.
T ooeeceeiiniin e {had) your tools, [ wouldn't have been able to fix the
Lar.
I'hose wites look a bit dangeraus; ... (touch) iF L were you.
I viseeseresieeeeeeeeeeenns (DE) the goalkeeper's heroics, we would have lost the
malkch.
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Rewrite each sentence three times so that it contains the word in capitals.

a) We won't go away if the weather is bad.

Well ga_away unless the weathers bad. . uniess

..................................................................................... ONLY
..................................................................................... STAY

bl Il you hurry up vou won't be late,
AR OR
..................................................................................... WANT

¢) I they offered you the job, would you accept?
..................................................................................... WERE T0O
.............................. SHOULD
e e U UUU PP e HAPPENED

d} Without your help, | would have given up years ago.
..................................................................................... HADN'T BEEN
.................................................................................. BL
..................................................................................... HADNT HELPED

e 'l lend vou the money on condition that you pay it back next week.
..... PROVIDED
.................................................................................... ONLY

Complete the text by writing one word in each space.

Mr Jeftries, | have decided against a prison sentence in your case. You may walk
free from this courl on (1) m"lﬂflﬂm‘l that you report to Cheshiam
police station every Friday for the next six months, Should you fail 10

1 T so, you will be given one warning; and if you persist

[l ] PR e R lailing to mect Lhis obligation, vou will return to this
court for a harsher sentence. (4) ... YOU €an present good
reason why vou were unable 1o report to the station, vou will

5 SR o Yourself in severe trouble. I you are

- to atlend because of [Hness, please note that a medical

certificate must be produced, signed by your doctorn, proving vour state of

health. You should realise that (71 ..o for your previous good
conduct, T would (8) vvcvcieniiiccciiiiiiannn hael no hesitation in imposing a prison
sentence. And [ shall not forget that if vour friend had (9) .......... [

intervened in the light, you might (10} o Seriously injured the

defendant.
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Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first
sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given.

al

1]

C}l

)

e)

i

Kl

}

I diddn’t have the money so 1 didn't buy a new suit.

wontled

i1 . had had the money [ would have bought 3 new suit.

If vou are in London by any chance, come and see me.

happen

U O OO RURRPUPRNNY o 1 1 | 1614 BT Gl 1 1
If vou insist on doing evervthing vourself, of course you'll feel tired!

will

T WO cavasmmssiimmrmmass b i i i e L , of course vou'll feel tired!
Please take a seat, and I'll inquire for vou.

will

I you i i . P inguire for you.
If you do the shopping, I'll cook lunch.

and

YOU ooeeene P P — e 'l cook lunch.
It 'auline hadn't been interested, the project would have been abandoned.
interest

BUE cisennsissiiniisimsiniimmpiviimessnis s LHE project would have been
abandeoned.

The fire was brought under control thanks to the nlght-watchman,

for

R hadn 'L e s ok ont-aEeomml,
Dick is in prison because a detective recognised him.

it

D el i i o e s s recognised hin.
I am not tall enough to reach the shelf,

taller

PR RURUUTRURURPSPRURS ¢ 1 1ol | I € 3111111

But for Helen acting so wonderfully, the play would be a [lop.

wonderful

LAY i e e i i M the play would be a flop.
It won't make any dilference if City score first; United will still win.

even

Rhbbad | s R B e s City score first.

Getting up early makes me feel hungry.
gel
N makes me feel hungry.
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Using the notes as a guide, complete the letter. Use one or two words in each
space, The words you need do not occur in the notes.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD RECORD COMPANY

MEMO

Brdan, tell Carter's agaln thad theie aoconnt must be paid.

If they don’t pay in ten days we're going to have Lo go to the law,

If they're in financial trouble, they can get in touch with our Finance Dept,
If they pay up we can keep their account open.

If they don’t we shall, if we really have o, close their account.

If they have settled the account already, say sorry for this letter

Credit Controller
Carter's Record Store

Dear Sit/Madam,

overdue. On the basis of our goodwill, we are prepared to allow you another len
days to settle your account. However, if You (2) ..o to
pay your outstanding bills within ten days you (3) .

us with no alternative but 1o take legal action. That is,

() srerireesinisssssenssessenssesesessssseennes WE FECEIVE full payment by 20 March, we

(5] 1ererereseseeesnesssessssessssssesnsaseesees SHEPS 10 TEClAiM 0ur meney, plus compensation
Cosis.

(B) trrirvererisesamieesissssssssssnnsennes YOU e experiencing financial dilficulties, please
contact our Finance Department, (7) e Hat you
settle your account within the specified time period, we

(B) 1eeeeeeeesresssrsrensssesiennsseneneseees NAPPY to continue to do business with you,
However, we will, IF(P) i, sonesnnarneanaenenees . L8KE the regrettable step

of closing your account, We are sorry that the situation has come to this, but it
you had paid your bills over the last two months, we would not be in this
position now.

YOuL {10) sevessusssrnssarsrescnmmmmsnisioisssininanas have settled your account in the last two

days; if so, please accept our apologies for this letter.

Yours faithfully,

Brian Eccles SEE ALSO

Customer Services Grammar 9: Unreal time

Yellow Brick Road Record Company Grammar 10: Consolidation 2
: Grammar 13: Inversion



